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There were Jews within the Soviet Union who volunteered for this
partisan struggle. These persons were trained in a special course and
crossed the front lines on hidden paths which led behind the enemy
lines, to a fight guided by the vengeance in their hearts.

The witness, David Plotnik, was one of those who set out from the
Ural region for one of the partisan training schools in the Novoshino station
(Gorki Region).

It should be pointed out that the highest percentage of Jews were
in this training school (10%).

Plotnik passed through the front lines with a group of partisans along
winding dangerous paths and arrive in the Western Bylorussia area — the
combat area to which they were assigned.

On arrival in the forest area adjacent to regions inhabited by Jews in
White Russia, he meets a group of Jews, worn out and distressed, and is
horrified to tear their reports, about the German abuse of the Jews ; that
those same “Soviet Citizens"” being destroyed by the Germans who were
being spoken of and heard about on the other side of the lines, were mainly
Jews.

Continuing his testimony — a practical description of how the Jewish
partisans together with the Russian partisans carried out acts of sabotage
against German trains and other German army installations.

5. Emil Knieza — The Final Stages of the Revolt.

The author ,a Slovak-Jewish writer, relates his experiences with a
partisan detachment in the last stages of the Slovak national uprising and
during the retreat into the western Slovakia forests and hill country for
the continuation of the partisan stuggle against the Germans and their
Slovak fascist stooges. The confused fighting for the Blatnica valley goes
on until the very end of the uprising. The fighters, a high proportion of
them Jews, under Soviet partisan command, go through the harrowing
experiences of death and loss culminating in a cruel end. After that, retreat
from the war into a new area is accompanied by signs of demoralization
and the units grow smaller as more and more people defect and return
to their native villages and towns. The Jews among them have no such
alternative, and they are amongst those who carry on. Signs of antisemitism
show themselves, and the author relates two such incidents.

The two chapters we publish here are part of a larger book published
in the Slovak language.

A short statistical and factual summing up of the part played by the
Jews in the Uprising. The first partisan group in Slovakia was composed
of 25 members, of whom 18 were Jews. Other groups and individuals are
mentioned, especially the Novéky unit who participated in the Uprising.
The author estimates that there were 2,500 Jews among the 60,000 par-
ticipants in the Uprising, out of the 20,000 Jews still alive in Slovakia
at the time.

6. The State Prosecution accuses

Summing up the role of the Jews in the Slovak revolt, enclosed is

a translation of this document “the Parshov State prosecution brings
forward a charge of guilt” dated 22.6.1943.
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